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Welcome

Welcome to the
Rotary Club of Downtown Gainesville

ROTARY THEME for May
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Happy Birthday!

Megan Olson
May 9th

Ray Snook
May 11th

Becky Hunt
May 13th

Shelby Bobbitt
May 28th

Welcome, Sheriff Scott

Sheriff Chad D. Scott has dedicated over three decades to serving Alachua County through a distinguished law enforcement career. A lifelong resident of the county,
Sheriff Scott was born at Alachua General Hospital and raised in Newberry, Florida where he learned the importance of community values and hard work. After
graduating from Newberry High School, Sheriff Scott earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Bethel College in Kansas.
In 1990, Sheriff Scott began his career at the Alachua County Sheriff’s Office, where he served with distinction for over 17 years. Starting as a midnight-shift patrol
deputy, he quickly gained a reputation for dedication and integrity. He worked as a School Resource Officer at Newberry High and Oak View Middle School, where he
coached football, counseled students, and helped establish a Criminal Justice program that later became a successful magnet program. Sheriff Scott’s leadership
continued to shine in the Patrol Division, Special Operations, and Criminal Investigations Division. As a SWAT team member and supervisor in Special Operations,
Sheriff Scott implemented innovative drug enforcement programs and secured grants that enhanced the department’s capacity to combat narcotics. His tireless work
ethic earned respect from colleagues, community members, and partner agencies alike.
After serving as Chief of Police in Alachua, from 2014 to 2022, Sheriff Scott returned to the Sheriff’s Office as the Major of Operations and was promoted to Colonel,
overseeing critical areas like patrol, investigations, and community outreach.
On November 5, 2024, Sheriff Scott was elected as sheriff of Alachua County.



Lunch link

For the month of May , we will be meeting in our usual Hilton space, the Shula dining room , which is located to the right of the hotel check in
desk, just past the bar. We will have signage out to direct you.
It is important for the Hilton kitchen to have an accurate attendance /count in order to prepare the correct amount of food.

This is why they have requested that we send them the head count by 9 AM on TUESDAYs.
Please click the lunch link below now and let us know whether you’ll be attending this week’s meeting or not. If you’re bringing a guest, please
include their name(s).

We really need everyone to respond on time so everything runs smoothly—thank you!

And, by the way, please know that you don't have to wait until Tuesday to submit your link... earlier responses are much appreciated!.

Lunch link: https://forms.gle/F1uYD8GB8ZrAv33k8

next week!
By Stephanie Esposito

THURSDAY MAY 29TH!!

https://forms.gle/F1uYD8GB8ZrAv33k8


HEY EVERYBODY!

This is a club event and we need YOUR help to make it a success!!

. Have you bought your tickets? (available at our meetings as well as online, using links above)

Have you contributed a bottle of wine for the mystery wine purchase?

Have you donated an auction item?

Please contact Stephanie @ 352 575 4677 for additional information, questions,and donations

GREAT service project!

Thank you, Leslie, for coordinating this amazing service project.!

The children and families at St. Francis House will certainly be enjoying their birthdays this year as our club members
packed up "Birthday boxes" , complete with cake mixes, frosting, birthday hats,candy and party decorations!



Speakers this month
By Leslie W. Wooten

Speakers for the month
MAY SPEAKERS provided by Leslie Wooten

May 7th: CAKE MIX project

May 14th: Getting to know your fellow members!

May 21st: Sheriff Chad Scott, Alachua County
May 28th: Janet Coats, Managing Director/Consortium on Trust in Media and Technology

UPC0MING EVENT CALENDAR

additional information for these events may be found in this newsletter



May 29th Club Event
Wine Tasting Auction

see info
Stephanie, Shelby and
Francine

Friday, June 6th
and Saturday,
June 7th

District Conference
Daytona Beach Oceanfront Resort

details for conference and
hotel registration
https://www.dacdb.com/
Register4/index.cfm?
EventID= 77817641

June 21-25,
2025

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
Calgary

Upcoming District Events

2025 DISTRICT CONFERENCE
Friday, June 6th and Saturday, June 7th
Daytona Beach Oceanfront Resort
Complete details for conference and hotel registration
https://www.dacdb.com/
Register4/index.cfm?EventID= 77817641

What to Expect
It’s the Rotary International Convention to be held in Calgary

WHY should you go??

Here are a regular Rotary traveler’s 10 best reasons why you should get registered now:
1. The opening ceremony is always inspiring!
2. The parade of flags for all the countries of Rotary shows the internationality of our organization!
3. Seeing all the people who are wearing the native dress of their country.
4. Visiting all of the Fellowships in the House of Friendship is a great way to share your interests and hobbies with other Rotarians.
5. The general sessions are an exciting way to catch up on what is happening in our organization.
6. Breakout sessions are learning opportunities to explore new interests and to begin developing new skills or gaining new knowledge.
7. Get new Rotary attire or swap Rotary pins in the market in the House of Friendship.
8. The Alberta Province of Canada is beautiful, you’ll be very near Banff National Park, and the pre- and post-Convention tours look phenomenal!
9. Stop by the Peace Park in the House of Friendship and learn about Positive Peace.
10. Sign up for next year’s Convention, get official pins, and a substantial discount!

Some Calgary info

Are you going? Have you registered? Made travel arrangements? (if you need some help with airlines, ,check with Bob) . These annual Rotary International
Conventions are held all over the world so when we have one scheduled relatively close by, it's a great opportunity to attend...along with at least 25,000+ of your
fellow Rotarians!!

https://lw6i95fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oEd8CVKHdSn6oP87IhjT0-dStPpYHOQw85yVyKbrQIVaEiUoj4fuDamW7h7zC4-whIXA5VrZDFeuFK8kT1Y1DMF0WsrOf8dK8JHkqKHzdl_9wBJ5NrwfXhdoKzBPo28sGatPeq2mXWbueZ-Vu_LATLPQIJP-ExcUXhit3_u7qnh0czB3YxUqbDvBpjPLx5XvGO02wjsyiNrI63lEqHtL_w==&c=-9oxD0C2DhGscqdruB_miEEPAbcGNZeqa7gCoMmZrGv6lXK93GN0jQ==&ch=QTfB29h1VS5UW00P4QtfjCJGWSLU5W5sD6zBr-YygmWI_KvkrNNNgA==
https://lw6i95fbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oEd8CVKHdSn6oP87IhjT0-dStPpYHOQw85yVyKbrQIVaEiUoj4fuDamW7h7zC4-whIXA5VrZDFeuFK8kT1Y1DMF0WsrOf8dK8JHkqKHzdl_9wBJ5NrwfXhdoKzBPo28sGatPeq2mXWbueZ-Vu_LATLPQIJP-ExcUXhit3_u7qnh0czB3YxUqbDvBpjPLx5XvGO02wjsyiNrI63lEqHtL_w==&c=-9oxD0C2DhGscqdruB_miEEPAbcGNZeqa7gCoMmZrGv6lXK93GN0jQ==&ch=QTfB29h1VS5UW00P4QtfjCJGWSLU5W5sD6zBr-YygmWI_KvkrNNNgA==


FYI, the upcoming Convention schedule
2025 21-25 June – Calgary, Canada
2026 13-17 June – Taipei, Taiwan
2027 5-9 June – Honolulu, Hawaii (tentatively selected)
2028 27-31 May – Minneapolis, Minnesota (tentatively selected)
2029 – TBD
2030 25-29 May – Chicago, Illinois (tentatively selected

volunteer opportunity

At our February 26th meeting, Meg Leitzau presented an informative and interesting talk on the Center for Autism and Related Disabilities.
(CARD). She has extended an invitation to members of our club to assist CARD with an upcoming event:

CARD annually hosts a boot camp for individuals on the spectrum. We work with our group to learn valuable job skills and often include community members in our
learning team. We are looking for around six people who would be willing to interview participants during our mock interviews on Wednesday, June 25th , from 2-4
pm. Of course, I thought of your amazing organization and your kind members, so I am putting out a call for help in hopes that you may have a few people
interested in helping. Bootcamp meets at the downtown Santa Fe campus (where there is great free parking!).

Thank you again for the opportunity to present. You were all so welcoming and wonderful!

I had some questions about the event and here are the responses

What will be the age group of the participants ?

The event is open to individuals 18 and up. They must be registered with our CARD center, which means they all have autism or a related disability.

This is an opportunity for both men and women in my club?

Yes, most definitely. All are welcome.

Will there be any type of training ? We want to make sure that we interact appropriately with the 'interviewees"
Great question. We’d love the chance to “prep” you beforehand to tell you a little about the participants. We will also share what they have learned, specifically about
tips for interviewing. We will provide you with a list of common interview questions (the participants will have seen these beforehand) but you are welcome to also
ask other relevant questions. The participants will have the opportunity to practice with CARD staff and with each other before interviewing with members of the
Rotary Club.

How many interviews would each of us do?
The average number of participants each year is about 12, give or take. We usually have the participants pair up so that one person is being interviewed and one is



observing. That being said, I would expect that you would each do 4-6 interviews, with each interview lasting about 10 minutes or so.

Can we sign up for part of the event or is it a 2 hour commitment?
Sure. If you wanted you could have a few people sign up for the first hour and a few others sign up for the second hour. We will work with your schedule.

If this is something you may be interested in, please let me(Diane) know during a club meeting, text 352-318-4917 or email
dimarieR13@gmail.com.

thanks!

Follow up to

Katya Kasprzak, manager of the UF-IFAS Compost Cooperative and Garden, presented a very interesting and information talk on composting on April 23rd. . In case
you did not get the pamphlet or want more information, here is the link:.

https://soils.ifas.ufl.edu/experiential-learning-laboratory/students/compost-cooperative-and-gardens/

Compost Cooperative and Gardens - Experiential Learning Lab, Dept of Soil, Water, and Ecosystem Sciences, UF IFAS -
University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences - UF/IFAS

WAG update

At our January 8th meeting, Jacob and Jimbo updated the club on the status of the South Sudan WAG Global Grant. It's a lot of work and there are many,many
moving parts to coordinate ... BUT with the support of so many, both in and out of Rotary, we feel confident that his goal will be achieved

PLEASE, if you have not already contributed, it's time to get behind this project and let's make it happen!! Our club is the sponsoring club behind the grant. We hope
that every member of the Rotary Club of Downtown Gainesville will pledge some amount to help us reach our financial goal.

You can make out a check to our club , designating the WAG Grant #GG2460746 in the memo section.

If you would like a charitable receipt, make the check out to the YORK Foundation with the same identifying information so that it is appropriated correctly.

Checks should be sent to
Rotary Club of Downtown Gainesville



P O Box 358387
Gainesville, FL 32635-8387

THANK YOU for your participation and support!

Downtown Gainesville Rotarians
MEMBER JOINED CLUB SERVICE TRF
Walt Barry 1/1/2003 PP 09-10 * PHF4
Shelby Bobbitt 9/21/2022
Ed Book 2/1/2009 PP 13-14 AG 1,2,AG * BR PHF2
Billy Brame 7/1/1976 PP (RCGG) * PHF+6
David Bridges 2/1/2019 *PHF
Brett Buell 9/1/2015 President 2024-25 * PHF+1
Brenda Chamberlain 1/1/2019 PP 2021-22 *PHF
Billy Combs 4/1/1992 PP 97-98, Treasurer * MD / BR PHF8
Michael Ekbladh 7 26 2023 Sgt At Arms
Ed Emery 9/1/2015 * PHF
Stephanie Esposito 6/12/2020 PP 2023-24 *PHF
Randi Feliciano 7/24/2024
Chessie Flanders 4/1/2017 PP 19-20, AG 1, AG2,

AG * PHF
Greg Fleming 3/1/1994 PP 05-06 * PHF3
Megan Forbes 1/1/2001 PP 04-05 * BR @ PHF6
Dan Frowick PP 94-95 MD/HM
Scott Hansis 2/22//2023 PHF 1
Marta Hartmann 05/2021 Director
Becky Hunt 1/1/1996 * PHF 8
Jim Islam 9/1/1990 PP 95-96 * MD PHF8
Marina Jordan 2/1/2019 *PHF
Pradeep Kumar 5/1/2018 *PHF+1
Judy Locascio 3/1/2002 * PHF+6
Al Losch Jr. 4/1/1992 PP 00-01 * MD @ BR PHF8
Joe Lowry Jr. 12/1/2004 PP (08-09) (17-18) * BR @ PHF6
Joe Lowry Sr. 7/1/2013 * MD PHF8
Clay Martin 11/1/2016 * PHF
Rob Oglesby 5/1/2010 PP 14-15 * MD / BR PHF8
Megan Olson 2/1/2019 Director *PHF+1
Cheryl T. Poe 1/1/2007 PP 15-16 * BR PHF6
Perry Pursell 6/1/2008 PP 12-13, * PHF3
Bob Robar 11/1/1991 PP 01-02 * MD @ PHF8
Diane Robar 10/1/2014 PP 2020-21; AG 1, 2,

,AG, PE * PHF+1
Ben Rowe (d.) n/a Charter President * MD
Jim Skiles 12/1/1998 PP 03-04;

Speakers,director * MD @ BR PHF8
Carl Smart 3/1/2019 PP 2022-23 *PHF
Ray Snook 4/1/2012 PP16-17 AAG * PHF3
Francine Vincent 07/24/2024
Zachary West 11/1/2013
Leslie Wooten 10/1/2023 PHF3

* Paul Harris Sustaining Member ($25 per quarter)
PHF Paul Harris Fellow (for every $1,000 gift to The Rotary Foundation’s Annual Fund,
PolioPlus or an approved Foundation grant)@
Foundation Benefactor (provides for TRF at least $1,000 in estate plan)
Paul Harris Society (Members who agree to contribute $1,000 or more annually to TRF)
MD Major Donor to The Rotary Foundation (combined giving reaching $10,000)

Italic Name : Board of Directors
BR Ben Rowe Rotarian of the Year
.Bold Name Charter Member 9/18/1990

Club Information
Rotary Club of Downtown Gainesville, Florida #27544
Chartered September 18, 1990
Charter President J. Ben Rowe

We currently are meeting at Hilton UF Conference Center 1714 SW 34th Street on Wednesdays at Noon

Club Website: https://downtowngainesvillerotary.org/

Our sponsors for W2W

Wes Skiles Water Stewardship Awards Sponsors



ITS A ROTARY THING!


